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May 1, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly School Community, 
  
In an effort to match the beams of sunshine that are expected to shine upon us during this first 
weekend of May, we kick off this week’s communication with beaming gratitude for all those who 
participated in our recent surveys.  The overwhelming participation is so greatly appreciated!  
 
Our Strategic Planning Survey wrapped up on April 24th, following meetings with a multitude of 
groups within our district prior to our closure.  Our thanks to the nearly 400 people who 
participated and provided feedback to this online survey.  The received data is in the organization 
process at this time.  Following administrative analysis, it will be shared for discussion with the 
related Board committee groups so that proposed goals for the upcoming school year can be 
developed by the Board of Education.  These goals are expected to span through June 2023. 
 
Likewise, the recent surveys issued to parents, students, and staff also received tremendous 
numbers of highly-valued responses.  We look forward to using this feedback as a means of 
measuring our progress and continuing our work with students from a distance.   
 
We thank parents, too, for their continued support at home especially in ways that foster students’ 
sense of calm, protection and encouragement.  We understand the love parents have for their 
children and the worry that stems from this love - worry over concerns for the health of their 
growth and development, academically, socially and emotionally. We cannot take such worry and 
concern away, but we can assure you that Tenafly’s excellent educators remain unified in our 
commitment to support all our students via the systems our district has in place, as well as those 
that we will establish when we are in a place to effectively do so. 
 
The vast uncertainty of our current condition will be a main vehicle determining our direction for 
the school year - and years - ahead.  So, as we set goals and pass budgets and plan in our usual 
manner, we do so with cognition that the general landscape of our schools may be changed or, at 
the very least, shifted, when we return.  We continue to see proposed legislation that can lead 
districts down paths not previously trodden.  Likewise, we continue to hear references to newly 
coined terms, like “social distancing” as part of the mainstay of social behaviors for quite some 
time ahead into the future.  We will need to await more clarity on what this means for our schools, 
students and staff - both physically and fiscally.   
 
NJ school districts were required to move forward with 2020-21 budget approvals despite not 
having confirmed amounts of state funding for the upcoming school year. At the April 27th TBOE 
meeting, the Tenafly Board trustees approved a budget with a 1.34% tax levy. We are excited 
about this budget and what it offers our students, and yet we also know that we must maintain an 
attitude of flexibility and responsiveness.  The TBOE and administration are working together so 
that, should we encounter a reduced amount of state funding for the 2020-21 school year, we are 
ready and prepared to revise fiscal plans effectively and efficiently, keeping students’ needs at the 
forefront of our decision-making.    
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It is premature to speculate on topics that have yet to be given fixed determination by state 
officials, but we remain committed to collaboratively developing plans that will be available to us 
once such state-level determinations are made, with regard to both fiscal matters as well as the 
continued closure of our buildings.  NJ school superintendents and administrators continue to 
express to state officials their interest in providing answers for their communities and their desire 
to plan effectively for upcoming activities and events:  which can be postponed, which can be 
altered and which, sadly, will need to be cancelled. We know students and parents have a desire 
and a need to know such information, but we remain at the mercy of the state officials’ decision-
making.  Following such decisions, however, we will be ready to move forward with memory-
making opportunities for our students, especially those being promoted from our elementary 
schools to our middle school, those being promoted from TMS to THS, and of course, those 
students whose next adventure beyond Tenafly awaits them: the THS Class of 2020. 
  
In honor and recognition of our THS 2020 graduates, Tenafly High School will be joining other 
high schools in Bergen County each Friday night with the “Be the Light” initiative, an idea that is 
trending around the country.   #BeTheLight is showing support for the Class of 2020, every Friday 
night at 20:20 (8:20pm) for 20 minutes & 20 seconds by turning on high school field lights to shine 
bright in honor of the Class of 2020. Beginning this evening, and continuing through June, the 
North to South points of Bergen County will shine bright in an act of unity for our students. 
Additionally, those homes with seniors are encouraged to also participate by adding an additional 
light to their porch or front window.   
  
We recognize that this does not “give” anything to our senior students and, in most cases, 
students may not even see the lit field during this time, but the unified meaning of this light does, 
in fact, give a message to our students, especially those in the THS Class of 2020.  The 
brightness of Geissinger Field during this weekly time period serves as an indicator that, while 
clouds of disappointment may loom now, these clouds will pass.  Like the shining lights on the 
field, our seniors are going to shine bright and be one of the strongest classes of their generation 
for their resiliency, their commitment to education, and their spirit of unity. Our THS seniors 
continue to shine, and this is a way of representing how proud we are of them.        
  
Speaking of being proud of students and schools, we have some great acts of charity and 
kindness going on, which is of no surprise in Tenafly.  THS has proudly offered sewing machines 
to students who are creating beautiful masks for medical personnel and first responders, and it 
has offered its 3D printer to a THS alumnus for the purpose of creating protective face shields.  
 
As mentioned in previous communications, if you need a quick pick-me-up, check out the posts 
on the Instagram account, @Togetherwethank.  Created by a Tenafly family, this account’s posts 
certainly demonstrate the gratitude that Tenafly students have in their hearts for those affected by 
COVID-19 and those who are on the front lines serving them. This account continues to receive 
pictures and expressions of gratitude, so keep them coming via email to 
togetherwethank@gmail.com.   
 
Sincere thanks continue to go out to so many who have contributed to putting delicious dinners on 
the tables of Tenafly families on a daily basis.  Your generosity to the Go Fund Me 
event  Tenaflycares: 20restaurants, 3000meals, onecommunity has helped to provide dinners to 
Tenafly families in need, while also supporting Tenafly restaurants affected by the restrictions 
placed upon their businesses. In addition to those who made cash donations, a variety of 
businesses themselves have donated to this cause.  Even if you cannot make a donation to the 
event, please visit the site to see the dining locations that have contributed, like La Promenade, 
The Tenafly Classic Diner and Trunk Pop Dinners. Consider ordering from one of these locations 
for your own family dinner one night to show your gratitude to them for their generosity to this 
great cause.    
  

mailto:togetherwethank@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nj48y-tenaflycares20restaurants3000mealsonecommunity?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
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We also extend congratulations to Tenafly High School for being ranked as the 23rd highest 
performing high school overall in the state of New Jersey by US News and World Report.  THS 
was rated the #1 public high school in Bergen County that is not academy or tech based.  This is 
truly a testament to the work of THS administrators, staff, and students and we commend them on 
their continued excellence. 
 
Please continue to take good care of yourself and one another.   To those of you facing a 
personal/family health issue or related struggle, please know that positive thoughts and wishes of 
strength, healing and full recovery are being sent to you and yours.  As always, please reach out 
to your school community for any assistance we might be able to provide.  
 
If you feel sick or believe you might have symptoms of COVID-19, PLEASE contact your 
physician by phone to be provided with next steps.  You may also utilize the services of the NJ 
Department of Health: 

 Call 2-1-1 
 Call:  1-800-962-1253 
 Text COVID to 898-211 
 Visit https://covid19.nj.gov for more information 

We will continue to stay in communication with you and share information at the very least, 
weekly, if not as it is received.    
 
A wonderful weekend to each and every one of you . . . Stay healthy, stay well, and stay strong. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
Shauna C. DeMarco 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

https://covid19.nj.gov/

